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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the Study 
Education has undergone tremendous development. The education paradigm 
also shifts in such a way that the emphasis is not on teacher anymore but on the 
learners. The teacher-centered activities have shifted into learner-centered ones. It 
goes along with the trends in 21st century learning. The characteristics of learning in 
today‘s environment are critical thinking, creativity, communication, and 
collaboration. Hence, collaboraion nowadays is forced in the teaching and learning 
process in schools.  
The government implements curriculum 2013 in which it emphasizes the 
learners‘ participation in the teaching and learning process. In this curriculum, the role 
of the teacher is as facilitator and not the only source of the students in learning. This 
curriculum is implemented in its national education system through which all 
Indonesian students can equally get service of education. This  means that every 
Indonesian citizen has the right to deserve education.  The government provides 
facilities needed to support the program in  the territory. The facilities are for all 
students from all schools throughout Indonesia, from Sabang to Merauke, and from 
cities to rural areas.  
Based on the writer‘s observation, due to the transportation and accessibility 
constraints, however, those facilities touch only among schools in the cities and 
suburbs. The schools in rural areas are less-served. The geographic location seems to 
be the biggest obstacle for them in having the facilities. These schools, consequently,  
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have limited facilities and human resources therefore they find difficulties in running 
the teaching learning process. From the data given by the Head of Unit Pelaksana 
Teknis Ngablak and Pakis Sub district, it is clear that due to the transportation and 
geographical location, the junior high schools in this area cannot get the books and 
other resources from the government as quickly as those in cities or suburbs. The fact 
also shows that the books for the students reach the schools when the students almost 
face the semester test. Eventhough having very limited access and facilities the 
schools conduct the process in such a way that the students have at least similar 
material to those living in cities and suburbs based on the minimum standard set by 
the Ministry.   
The Ministry of Education and Culture or Kementerian Pendidikan dan 
Kebudayaan (2016: 3) states that the scope of English subject in junior high school 
involves the following issues 
1. Ability to create discourse, namely the ability to understand and produce 
spoken and written texts in four basic skills in various contexts .  
2. Ability to understand and apply factual, conceptual, and procedural 
knowledge in relation to facts and visible events through speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing activities in the real world.  
Generally the competence of English in junior high  are as follows 
1. The students are able to communicate both spoken and written in 
interpersonal discourse. 
2. The students are able to communicate both spoken and written in 
transactional discourse.  
3. The students are able to communicate both spoken and written in 
functional discourse. 
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All these competence are in functional literacy level to support social function in 
personal, sociocultural, academic, and professional contexts.  
The 2013 Curriculum for junior high schools focuses on the activity which 
places the students in the centre of learning. That is known as student-centered 
learning where the students are given the freedom to be active socially in constructing 
the knowledge, attitude and behavior. The teacher is as facilitator and manager in 
learning process. This is in line with Killen (2007: 8) who points out that ―it is 
essential to place the learner at the centre of your teaching endeavors, and structure 
learning environments and activities to help learners construct knowledge rather than 
just absorb it‖. So, The 2013 Curriculum requires the teacher‘s creativity in 
organizing learning activities including creativity in developing English learning 
model. Learning activity that is desired by 2013 curriculum is student-centered 
learning. Students are required to take part actively and continuously in learning 
activities; teachers can function as a facilitator and help the students  solve problems 
faced by the students during learning process.  
The facts show that the teaching learning process in Junior High Schools in 
rural areas is conducted simply to transfer the material from the teacher to the students 
based on the curriculum set by the Ministry. The teacher is the center of every activity 
in class. The students only sit down politely in class and listen to what the teachers 
explains. The process is merely one-way communication. Realising the teaching 
learning process as it is, the teachers often feel disappointed with the result of the 
process that is also far from being satisfactory. Based on the data given by the head of 
the Kepala Unit Pelaksana Teknis in Ngablak and Pakis, the average score of the 
English test in Junior High School is 55 whereas the minimum standard score (KKM) 
is 70. The score shows the fact that the real conditions of students‘ achievements in 
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English subject is far from being satisfactory. Besides, the students‘ participation in 
the teaching learning process is low. 
Suprijono (2011) states that learning is a social process in which interaction 
between individual and individual, among individual and group, and also among 
group and groups happens. Interaction with others can open the chance for students to 
evaluate and fix their understanding when they face other people‘s opinion and when 
they participate in finding the understanding. He suggests collaborative learning as 
model of learning in order to achieve the meaningful learning. 
Collaborative learning in which students play an important part is considered 
new to the teachers and students in rural schools. The day comes when the teachers 
are introduced to collaborative learning activities in which the students play a very 
important role in the teaching learning process and actively take part  in the class 
activities. The situation in class is not boring anymore, since the students are busy 
doing the tasks and work either in group or classically to complete the task. They 
really enjoy the activities and even don‘t realize that the time is over. Both the teacher 
and the students enjoy the class they are having and the material can be understood 
easily by the students since it is presented through interesting activities. 
One important thing in collaborative learning is the use of media to make the 
teaching learning interesting. They are not always expensive. The use of simple media 
from their surrounding helps them much in having attractive  learning process. 
Eventhough the major constraint is the limited facilities, the teacher can still make use 
of what are provided by their surroundings and create an interesting classroom 
environment. The physical and mental situation of the classroom take a central role in 
having attractive and fun classroom activities. This effort really forces both sides to 
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take an active part in the teaching learning process by aiding it with anything around 
them. 
There was a need for an appropriate and effective learning model to create the 
effective learning situation in order to help the students to achieve the learning 
outcomes. According to Killen (2007), collaborative learning is one way to activate 
students in learning situation. He defines it as a teaching technique where the students 
work together in small groups to help one another  achieve a learning goal. From that 
particular definition, it can be understood that collaborative learning is a strategy that 
is used by the teacher in achieving a certain learning goal by grouping students to 
work together and help each other. 
In collaborative learning, there is inter-dependence to achieve the learning 
goal, but the inter-dependence here is positive. Every student has the same chance to 
be successful even though they study in group. Learning activity focuses on students. 
It could be in the form of having discussion, doing tasks together, and helping and 
supporting one another in solving the problem. Through this learning interaction, it is 
expected that students would be motivated, having high self-confidence, being less 
anxious and being able to build a good interpersonal relationship. On positive inter-
dependence, every member of group is responsible for the learning goal, they must 
have a belief that they cannot be successful unless all group members are successful. 
This particular learning is referring to constructivism theory which emphasizes 
learning by interacting (Chiu, 2004). 
Collaborative learning as mentioned above will be successfully applied to 
students if it is combined with the condition of the environment. The existing 
environment have made and developed students as the way they are. The environment 
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is seen from geographic location, facilities, and society points of view. Here is the 
elaboration.  
SMP N 4 Satu Atap Pakis is situated in a remote area in Muneng Warangan 
village. The access to get to the place is small and curvy passing hills and valleys by 
which not many people pass, so it looks very quiet. The students mostly walk to 
school, some ride motorcycles, and a few utilize public transport. The public transport 
can only reach the main street (the way to Salatiga) and students have to walk around 
three kilometers to school. Eventhough they have to walk that far, they are not sweaty 
since the school is in hilly area which makes the air in the morning very cold. From 
this reason, the teaching-learning process cannot start on time at 7.   
Teachers in this school are from the area far from the school site. This is also 
another problem. They go to school by motorcycles and some are by public transport. 
They usually reach the school after 7.  
The facilities in the area are seen from the communication accessibility, the 
site public facilities, and the class condition. The phone communication can be done 
but the signal is unstable since the area is high. Telkomsel (tellecommunication 
Cellular) numbers are the clearest in volume and highest in signal. Students are not 
allowed to take any cellphone to school. Those who do this are the teachers. The 
public facilities provided this site are a mosque, only moreless 50 meters next to, 
water from PDAM (government-owned water supplier), and electricity from PLN 
(Goverment-owned electricity company).  
The society members around the school are farmers and mostly moslem. They 
still keep the rules inherited from their ancestors. The rules are mixed from that of 
Moslem and culture. Based on the interview with the village leader,  on February 25th 
2018, it is clear that the society keep on being together. This togetherness can be seen 
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when one of the member is building a house, others voluntarily help them complete 
the house. The rules and norms are also inherited to the youngsters included junior 
high school students. They act out like what their parents told and model them. 
Based on the explanation above, it is assumed that teaching English in junior 
high school is more effective if the teacher implements the English learning model 
which is environment-based collaborative. Therefore, English learning model which 
is environment-based collaborative needs to develop immediately. The writer carried 
out the research in this area to solve those problems by offering an environment-based 
collaborative English learning model. This environment friendly model was be done 
collaboratively between the teacher and the students to engage them in attractive and 
inviting class activities. The research took place in junior high schools since English 
is taught from year 7 to 9. The subject is also tested in the National Examination. 
Hence, the writer had a study entitled Developing Environment-based Collaborative 
English Learning Model in Rural Junior High Schools. 
Additionally, the operational definition of terms used in this study are as 
follows. 
1. Developing. 
Developing is systematical changing. In this study, development is to improve 
or develop an environment-based collaborative  English learning model in order to 
improve the student‘s English achievement and teaching and learning process. 
2. English learning model. 
English learning model is the foundation of the learning practice which results 
from educational psychology theory and learning theory which is designed based on 
the analysis of the implementation of the curriculum and its implication on the 
operational level in the classroom to achieve the teaching goals. Developed English 
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learning model will be realized in form of syllabus, lesson plan and evaluation system 
in English learning for Junior High school students. 
3. Environment.  
Environment in this research refers to the condition and situation surround the 
students as learners. It is not  environment in a wide meaning. The condition of the 
environment can be seen from physical, psychological, instructional, and social 
environment. The physical environments regards to the condition and situation of the 
classroom and surroundings, while  psychological environment in the classroom is 
how students feel about their learning, instructional environment relates with the 
setting for all teaching, and social environments deals with the society around the 
students and the school.  
4. Environment-based Collaborative Learning.  
It is the teachnique used in conducting the teaching and learning process in 
which the participation of the students is emphazised. The process engages the teacher 
and the students to collaborate actively in various student-centered activities. This 
model is supported by three factors; first, factor from the government, regarding with 
the curriculum and syllabus; second, factor from the school, regarding with the 
teachers and administration, and third, factor from the environment, i.e. the physical, 
psychological, instructional, and social environment. The material and discussion in 
class is also related to the environmental issues such as pollution, acid rain, waste 
disposal, green house, and many more. 
5. Rural Junior High School  
Junior High School is secondary educational level, after Elementary School as 
basic education (Regulations of Republic Indonesia about National Educational 
System). Junior High School is three years of schooling after six years of Elementary 
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School. In this study, the students are people who study in Junior High Schools in 
rural areas in Magelang Regency involving public Junior High Schools and private 
Junior High Schools under Ministry of Elementary  and Secondary Education and 
Culture. Rural Junior High Schools in this study refer to the schools situated in rural 
areas. Rural areas, here, mean the areas which are geographically isolated, have less 
accessability, and surrounded by traditional society. 
 
B. Identification of the Problem 
Based on the facts presented in the previous part, it could be identified that 
quality of learning outcomes was influenced by several factors. The factors were  
from teacher, students, and curriculum perspectives. The ellaboration is as follows. 
 
1. The factor from the teacher. 
Based on early interview to several English teachers in rural Junior high 
schools, it could be concluded that the quality of English learning outcomes 
influenced by the teacher was lack of consideration to the teaching technique 
implemented in his class. It seemed that most teachers thought that by completing the 
material for passing the exam was adequate, the quality of learning outcomes was 
based on cognitive factor without thinking that the process of the teaching and 
learning could block the student‘s outcomes.   It was shown that many teachers still 
use conventional model in learning activities in the classroom, so that the atmosphere 
of learning seemed rigid. Teachers preferred to apply this model because it required 
no tools and practice materials, sufficient to explain the concept that existed in the 
text book. 
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Learning process used by many teachers tended to reach the target of 
curriculum materials, emphasizing on memorizing the concept rather than on 
understanding, so students would forget the material being taught easier. This could 
be seen from the learning activities in class which was always dominated by the 
teacher, the applied learning process was monotonous because the teaching and 
learning process is focused on teaching the material. The way the teacher taught the 
students  was less varied, so learning English was less meaningful and interesting.    
The other factor that is influenced by the teacher was that most teachers were 
not able to set up the effective learning model in conveying knowledge to the 
students, the teaching learning that could motivate students to take an active part in it. 
Students were intensively tied into the teaching learning process. So the arising 
problem was how to develop the effective learning model to increase student‘s 
learning participation.  
There were several steps that could be taken to solve the problem. Firstly, 
Junior high school teachers were informed the English learning model based on the 
environment. In this research, the teachers would be introduced and trained to teach 
English through environment-based collaborative learning that could activate every 
member of the group in expressing and responding the idea in the group. The English 
teachers were taught to establish lesson plan and the learning simulation, so it was 
expected that they would have good ability in teaching by implementing environment-
based collaborative learning. 
 
2. The factor from the students. 
The main student‘s factor was the motivation of the students to attend and take 
an active part in the English lesson. Based on early survey to the seventh grade Junior 
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high school students, it was found that most students experienced low motivation in 
English classroom because of formal teaching and situation, for example, students did 
not want to look at the teacher as an effort to avoid being asked by the teacher, 
students kept silent to minimize interaction using the target language. They didn‘t 
have any willingness to study english, they kept silent in class activities and even 
talked to their friends to reduce their boredom.   
From the explanation, it is clear that the students need a model of teaching that 
could involve them the process. They really needed opportunities to share ideas and 
participate in class activities. They needed this model to boost their motivation in 
learning. The model should be also adapted with the culture they have been inherited. 
If the model could cope with these factors, the students happily joint the teaching 
learning process and finally they could improve the learning outcomes. 
 
3. The factor from curriculum. 
As 2013 Curriculum was implemented, many problems were arising in the 
learning process including in the English lesson. 2013  Curriculum had a standard of 
competence and basic competence only. The implementation was given to the school 
and teacher, it meant that teachers were demanded to establish the syllabus, lesson 
plan, learning evaluation system and the appropriate activities which could make the 
learning process easier and more pleasurable for students. In fact, not all teachers 
were able to establish those particular sets of equipment. For most teachers, 
elaborating the standard of competence and basic competence was a big problem for 
them. Therefore, there was a necessity for the model of syllabus, lesson plan and other 
sets of equipment such as reference of English learning implementation in Junior high 
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schools. Since the schools implemented 2013 Curriculum, all the syllabus, lesson 
plan, and evaluation were based on this curriculum. 
 
C. Delimitation of the Problems 
Looking at the cause of unsuccessful English learning process in reaching the 
goals for Junior high school students as mentioned in the background of the study and 
identification of the problem, it could be known that there are two main problems in 
it, internal and external factors. In this research, internal factor refers to students‘ 
motivation of  learning foreign language  and external factor is coming from the 
English teacher and curriculum. 
In this research and development, the focus is on the environment-based 
collaborative learning, emphasizing on the use of the environment (the society and the 
surroundings) as factors in determining activities in teaching and collaboration 
between the teacher and the students in various kinds of actitivites. It is expected that 
this model is able to increase student‘s achievement in learning foreign language.   
Hence, this research and development  limits the study on  the students‘  
achievements in learning English, English learning model which is developing the 
English learning syllabus for seventh grade Junior high school referring to 2013 
Curriculum, the model manual with environment-based collaborative learning 
referring to 2013 Curriculum in learning English. The population were English 
teachers and the seventh graders of  Junior high schools in rural areas in Magelang 
Regency. 
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D. Formulation of the Problems 
Based on the explanation above, the writer formulates a question to be solved 
in this research as follows: 
―How could an environment-based collaborative English learning model 
comply with the needs of the seventh graders of rural Junior High Schools?‖ 
 
E. Objectives of the Study 
Based on the research questions above, the research intended to develop the 
environment-based collaborative learning model English class which was effective 
and appropriate for Junior high school students. Specifically this study had the 
objectives to develop an environment-based collaborative English learning model to 
comply with the needs of the seventh graders of rural Junior high school students in 
Magelang Regency. 
 
F. Expected Final Product of the Study  
The expected final product of this research and development is an English 
learning model based on environment-based collaborative learning for seventh grade 
Junior high school referring to 2013 Curriculum  that is elaborated in: (1) English 
learning syllabus for seventh grade Junior high school referring to 2013 Curriculum  
and (2) the Learning Model Manual which is environment-based collaborative 
learning referring to 2013 Curriculum. 
The two products would be elaborated as follows: 
1. English learning syllabus for seventh grade Junior high school referring to 2013  
Curriculum . 
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The first product was an English syllabus for seventh grade Junior high 
school referring to 2013 Curriculum. Syllabus is established as written preparation 
which is as more detail explanation of curriculum. The components of syllabus 
are: (1) standard of competencies; (2) basic competencies; (3) indicator; (4) 
material; (5) activity;  (6) evaluation. 
In this research, the syllabus was modified based on the environment but 
still holding on standard of competence and basic competence. Consequently, the 
syllabus components were: (1) subject identity; (2) standard of competencies; (3) 
basic competencies; (4) learning material; (5) learning activity; (6) indicator; (7) 
assessment; (8) allocation of time; and (9) sources and learning medium. 
Creating or producing the English syllabus for seventh grade Junior high 
school is important, after implementing 2013 Curriculum the components of 
which involved standard of competence and basic competence only, and the 
explanation was autonomized to the teacher. In fact, most teachers had difficulty 
in establishing the syllabus. Therefore, produced syllabus model from this 
research could be used by English teachers as one of equipment for them to teach 
English. 
2. The Learning Model Manual adopted the  environment-based collaborative 
learning referring to 2013 Curriculum. 
The learning Model Manual involved the procedures done in the teaching 
and learning process. It was important because from this maual, it showed the 
process of learning activities and whether the learning process was activated or 
not for the students, and also if it made the students creative or not. 
The two products were as procedure to implement environment-based 
collaborative learning in English class. In the result, the final product of the study was 
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environment-based collaborative English learning model for seventh graders of rural 
Junior high school.  
 
G. Significance of the Study 
The result of the study is expected to be useful both theoretically and 
practically. Theoretically, the result hopefully could produce the principles in English 
learning that are able to improve the student‘s achievement  in English class for Junior 
high school students, so it could enrich the teaching and learning theory. This study is 
expected to contribute theories concerning with developing environment-based 
collaborative English learning model for rural Junior high school students. The study 
can enrich the existing theories of integrating environment in the collaborative 
learning. It supports the idea of the existence of the paradigm shift in education that is 
more student-centered. 
Practically, the results of this study hopefully could be used (1) as reference 
material for English teacher, in order to increase the quality of English teaching and 
learning by giving attention to the English learning model which is environment-
based collaborative in order to result a learning activity that is active, dynamic, 
interactive, fun, and creative; (2) as input for the school principals to guide the 
teachers as part of their duties in supervising the planning of teaching and learning 
process; (3) as material for educational supervisors to supervise and provide 
professional services, such as technical guidance and mentoring. 
Theoretically, The results of the study hopefully enrich the existing theories of 
collaborative learning in general. In a specific term, it bears additional theory of 
implementing collaborative learning which is based on the condition of the 
environment. 
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Pedagogically, the present study may open a new perspective of integrating 
the environment with interesting activities in collaborative learning in the English 
teaching learning. Teachers are hoped to be wiser to engage students in class activities 
to boost their motivation in learning English and improving their achievement as well. 
 
H. Assumptions of the Development 
What had explained above led to the assumptions that might follow as the 
consequences of the development. Based on the elaboration in introduction and 
identification of the problem, several assumptions could be made. The highlighted 
assumptions are as follows. 
1. English teaching and learning process in rural Junior High Schools is influenced by 
physical, psychological, and instructional environment. 
2. The English teaching and learning in rural Junior high schools in Magelang Regency  
does not engage students in class activities . 
3.  English learning model influences students‘ English achievement. 
4. The learning model used by English teachers in rural junior high schools in 
Magelang Regency is not environment-based collaborative learning but it refers to 
characteristics of conventional learning model. 
5. That conventional model make the students not motivated in learning English. 
6. That developed model i.e. the environment-based collaborative learning  model is 
effective for increasing the students‘ motivation and echievement than that of the 
conventional model. 
  
